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Ana Mendieta, "Rupestrian Series," 1981, a life-size rock 
carving on a cave wall in Jaruco, Cuba. One of many 
contemporary art works by women inspired by goddess 
imagery included in The Once andFuture Goddess, reviewed 
by Jane Caputi on p.14. 
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Dangerous 

liaisons 
by Anne McClintock 

Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making 
Feminist Sense of International Politics, by 
Cynthia Enloe. Berkeley, CA: University of 
California Press, 1990, 238 pp., $35.00 hard- 
cover, $10.95 paper. 

"If you own a big chunk of tie bloody Third 
World, the children just come with the 
scenery," as the Chrissie Hynde song goes. 
And from the evidence of Cynthia Enloe's 
marvelously original and witty book, in the 
boys' own adventure of international politics 
women too are no more than scenic backdrops 
to the big-brass business of male maneuvers, 
mergers and massacres. 
IBut Bananas, Beaches and Bases shows 

how mightily the day-to-day brokering of 
global power depends on constructions of 
gender. Women around the world share in- 
visibility, but without women's work "in the 
back rows of politics," as Adrienne Rich puts 
it, the world's bases and banks, airlines and 
hotels would shut down in an instant, and the 
global assembly line would shudder to a halt. 

Written in a scintillating and lucid prose, 
this is that rare combination, an eminently 
readable and eminently erudite book. Enloe 
takes on topics usually flicked aside as too 
trivial for foreign policy debate-the sex 
tourism industry; fashions for colonial nostal- 
gia; the lives of base women and diplomatic 
wives; the politics of food and clothing; the 
international traffic in housework; natio- 
nalism and masculinity; brothels and bananas. 
She shows thereby how the male-order world 
of international politics could not survive a 
day without its structures of gender. 

The politics of the banana, for one, she 
argues, is a politics of gender. When in the 
1940s the climate for gunboat diplomacy be- 
came chilly, United States' relations withi 
Latin America were warmed by a new policy 
euphemistically dubbed "Good Neighborli- 
ness." The new imperialism depended on 
powerful constructions of race and gender. 
Carmen Miranda, thie Brazilian singer, be- 
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came the Hollywood bridesmaid of this new 
American influence, helping to wed the con- 
sumer loyalties of American housewives to 
virile agribusiness. Stepping off the boat in 
New York in 1939 with her outrageous, 
fruited headgear and insinuating eyes, Miran- 
da helped make Latin America a safer back- 
yard for United States money. Her newly 
minted, flamboyant English gave currency to 
the latest brand of imperialism. "Money, 
money, money ... hot dog," she chirped to a 
reporter. "I say yes, no, and I say money, 
money, money and I say turkey sandwich and 
I say grape juice." 

The yellow bananas that Miranda sported 
on her head symbolized, says Enloe, Ame- 
rica's global reach and a new imperialism. 
The giant cold-storage ships of the United 
Fruit Company circled the world, taking 
bananas from poor agrarian countries domi- 
nated by monocultures and the Marines to the 
tables of affluent housewives. At the same 
time United Fruit launched a powerful con- 
sumer campaign aimed at women. As Ame- 
rican troops scrambled onto the bloody 
beaches of Europe, United Fruit created the 
"Chiquita Banana": a Miranda-esque, calyp- 
so-singing, female fruit that trilled "Good 
Neighborliness" from coast to coast. And 
while Central America hand-picked bananas 
for the United States, the United States hand- 
picked dictators for Central America. 

Like bananas, Enloe argues, tourism is as 
much about gender as it is about sun, 
souvenirs and surf. The international politics 
of Third World debt and the intemational 
pursuit of commercial sex are intimately en- 
tangled. "The tourism formula" for rescuing 
"remote" countries from debt draws them, 
instead, into a dangerous liaison with intema- 
tional commerce, usually on unequal terms. 
The militarization of sexuality and the sexua- 
lization of the military has had deep repercus- 
sions. Enloe observes that in many countries 
tourism has replaced products such as sugar 
and bauxite as the leading eamer of foreign 
exchange, and women have become as cru- 
cial to tourist capitalism as miners were to 
mining capitalism, performing sex work by 
the millions in the burgeoning cruise-ship 
industry, in military brothels, hotels and 
beaches. 

Foreign sun-seekers fly with airlines that 
promise to embody the very feminine essence 
of their nation: "Singapore Girl ... You're a 
great way to fly." Sex tourism depends on a 
racial geography of sex that persuades af- 
fluent men tat Third World women are more 
available and submissive; it depends on 
women desperate enough to do sex work 
under perilous conditions, and on a network 
of international companies willing to invest 
in organized sex tours and to prevent sex 
workers from organizing. 

ITN A WORLD WHERE the principal actors are 
seen to be men, the diplomat's wife, 

Sstanlding discreetly at the elbow of power, 
is an ambiguous figure. Enloe describes how 

the life-long careers of these women in off- 
the-record diplomacy are expected, but not 
respected. Diplomats lean heavily on their 
wives"'voluntary" skills to carry on the busi- 
ness of power; the fate of nations depends on 
them, but their lonely and anonymous lives 
go unsung and unpaid. Many wives sacrifice 
their careers, their earning power and inter- 
ests to be the handmaidens of their husbands' 
careers, only to be left divorced and im- 
poverished in their old age. Recently, how- 
ever, diplomatic and military wives as well as 
military servicewomen have begun to press 
for an end to the "twofer" marriage, for the 
right to be seen as private citizens with 
separate careers and needs, or at least to be 
justly remunerated for their work. 

Yet it carmot be forgotten that a military or 
diplomatic wife plays an important role in 
subduing the women and men of less mus- 
cular countries. A valuable feature of Bana- 
nas, Beaches and Bases is Enloe's insistence 
on exploring how privileged women can be 
complicit in global injustice: "In search of 
adventure, that physical and intellectual ex- 
citement typically reserved for men, some 
affluent women have helped tum other 
women into exotic landscapes." Relations 
between the Victorian woman traveler and 
the Kenyan woman washing her chemise, the 
French tourist and the Haitian chambermaid 
making her bed, the American colonel's wife 
and the Filipina prostitute at the barracks 
gate, all fall far short of global sisterhood. 

Recent films like Out of Africa, the 
Banana Republic chain of stores and per- 
fumes called "Safari" peddle colonial nostal- 
gia for an era when European women in brisk 
white shirts and safari green supposedly 
found freedom in empire: running coffee 
plantations, flaunting their sexual peccadil- 
los, killing lions and zipping about the 
colonial skies in aeroplanes-an entirely 
misbegotten commercialization of women's 
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liberation that has not made it any easier for 
women of color to form alliances with white 
women anywhere, let alone to parry criti- 
cisms by male nationalists already hostile to 
feminism. 

N ONE OF HER finest chapters, Enloe ex- 
plores women's uneasy alliance with 
nationalism. Squabbles about the role of 

women have ruffled virtually all nationalist 
movements: in Sri Lanka, the Philippines, 
Ireland, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Afghanis- 
tan, Canada, Mexico, Nicaragua, Mozam- 
bique, Cuba, China and elsewhere. "Natio- 
nalism typically has sprung from mas- 
culinized memory, masculinized humilia- 
tion, and masculinized hope." All too often 
women are seen as no more than the mothers 
and mascots of the nation. Yet the "not now, 
later" advice to women to hold their tongues, 
lest they make nationalist men nervous and 
stall the struggle, presumes that the dilemmas 
of a nation emerging into history can be ad- 
dressed without any reference to power rela- 
tions between men and women. Unless 
women are allowed a vocal say before a re- 
volution, it is hardly likely they will be well 
served at the bargaining table after the strug- 
gle for power is over. Yet Enloe stresses that 
women in nationalist liberation movements 
have, as a result, begun to analyze the in- 
timate connections that bind family house- 
holds to the "international system," connec- 
tions Westem women have barely begun to 
glimpse. 

"Hey ho, the dairy-o, the farmer wants a 
wife." Yet coupling "the farmer and his wife" 
obscures the fact that "Women grow more 
food than men. Women buy more food than 
men. Women cook more food than men." 
Women do most of the world's farming, "But 
women own less land than men. And women 
eat less food than men." 

The fact that women own less than one 
percent of the world's property has tradition- 
ally concealed the fact that they produce at 
least half of the world's food. In Africa wo- 
men produce 60 to 80 percent of all food, yet 
in the new dispensations of grain, technol- 
ogy, cash and loans, men are the favored 
beneficiaries. On plantations around the 
world a vast and invisible force of female 
packers and harvesters, sorters and cleaners, 
unpaid wives and harried prostitutes com- 
prise a feminized labor force that is intensely 
vulnerable to shoddy pay, sexual abuse, 
chemical pollution and all manner of injus- 
tices. 

Enloe stresses that the international tradeI 
in domestic work and prostitution cannot be 
discussed outside of the issues of natio- 
nalism, land reform and demilitarization. The 
hypocrisy of "protecting" women by crimxi- 
nalizing sex work was made perilously clear 
when the Philippine president Corazon 
Aquino ordered raids on Manila's famous 
entertainment area. Working women were 
not consulted, no alternative work was pro- 
vided, and though hundreds of women were 
arrested, hardly any clients or businessmen 
were jailed. 

For Enloe, being a mail-order bride, 
buying a pink pith-helmet from a Banana 
Republic store, or chemically cleaning bana- 
nas are all variations of foreign policy at 
work. The masculinized international bank- 
ing policies of the major banking countries 
have destabilized more regimes than all the 
world's terrorists together. Two-thirds of the 
world's refugees are women, in flight from 
man-made wars and man-made laws, yet 
womnen have had scant say in the global 
policies that shape our lives. Enloe's ground- 
breaking book calls the bluff of male 
politicians by profoundly altering our sense 
of what qualifies as a foreign policy issue, 
and contributes profoundly thereby to the 
global effort to put control of women's lives 
back in women's hand s.. U 
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To the Editor: 
Thanks for printing Louise Armstrong's 

thought-provoking review [March 1990] of 
the recent literature on incestuous abuse. In 
the past several years I have been active both 
in the fight against sexual abuse of children 
and in efforts to create resources for adult 
survivors of such abuse. Everything in my 
own experience leads me to agree wholehear- 
tedly with Armstrong that the issue of incest, 
which had the potential to blow the myth of 
"The Family" right out of the water when 
feminists first forced it into public view in the 
'70s, has since become dangerously "thera- 
peutized" and depoliticized. [...] 

However, I am concerned that in her re- 
view Armstrong has succumbed to a blame- 
the-victim approach to dealing with this shift. 
Her criticism is focused on several small-press, 
feminist first-person accounts and guidebooks 
for healing, books whose raison d'etre is to help 
adult survivors find a way to function and get 
on with our lives. Unlike Astrong, I believe 
that this goal is a noble enough one in and of 
itself, and that the authors of such books as well 
as the adult survivors who might benefit from 
them deserve to see them evaluated on their 
own merits. 

Annstrong might have chosen to focus her 
anger on the many mainstream books and 
articles that are deliberately and noxiously 
undercutting our efforts to stop child abuse. 
Or, if her point was to engage in an intemal 
dialogue with feminists, how about pointing 
a finger at all the books that haven't been 
written, at all the feminist activists and 
theorists who have chosen to "sit out" discus- 
sions of incest? With a few notable excep- 
tions-Linda Gordon, author of Heroes of 
Their Own Lives, immediately comes to 
mind-feminist scholars and activists have 
maintained an eerie silence on the subject, 
leaving incest to people who have lived 
through it and are thus forced to confront it 
because we are being stalked by our own 
pasts. Ideally, the "community of healing" 
that adult survivors have created for our- 
selves and the books that serve that com- 
munity should be infused with political 
awareness and should complement efforts to 
bring about the kind of fundamental social 
change that is necessary if we are to eliminate 
child abuse. Many of us within that com- 
munity have pushed survivors in that direc- 
tion, but we are forced to do so in the absence 
of a broader political movement around abuse. 
To hold survivors and the clinicians who choose 
to work with us responsible for that political 
void is not only unfair but it misses the most 
important point: i.e., that in.choosing to "look 
the other way" when sexual abuse is discussed, 
large numbers of our "non-survivor" feminiist 
sisters are abandoning a new generation of 
children while isolating and invalidlating adult 
survrivors. [...] 

Even as we castigate some feminists for 
not dealing adequately with child sexual 
abuse, I'm sure I can speak for Louise 
Armstrong as well as myself in saying that we 
all need to keep the focus and the heat on the 
real culprits: those who perpetrate abuse on 
children and the systems of oppression that 
support them in doing so. 

Pam Mitchell 
Cambridge, MA 

Dear Women's Review, 
I would like to thank Louise Armstrong 

for her intelligent review of recent books 
about incest. I write anonymously, I am sorry 
to say, because anything I publish that can be 
construed to express anger at the man who 
systematically sexually abused our daughter 
throughout her babyhood and toddlerhood 
will, I have been warned repeatedly by my 
lawyers, destroy my credibility in court 
(prove that I am hysterical and vindictive). 

In my experience and observation, society 
swarms around the mother to silence her. The 
church demands that the mother forgive the 
rapist. The state protects him by swaddling 
him in the Sixth Amendmnent. [... Most bitter 
of all are the expensive blandishmnents of the 
therapeutic priests and priestesses who see 
the mother as sick, her anger a dangerous 

illness that must be overcome (for her sake 
and her child's sake, of course). [...] The 
unabated fury that lives in the heart must be 
directed inward, since it has been defined out 
of existence. Any evidence of this anger after 
the time prescribed (not more than a year 
seems to be acceptable) marks the woman 
who expresses it as "sick." Never mind that 
the mother must cope with the psychic un- 
folding of a sexually abused child for years 
on end; must confront the endlessly con- 
catenating results of incest and its after- 
math-socially, economically, psychically 
herself, for the rest of her life. 

Testimony is important, I am convinced, 
because incest is not taboo. It is com- 
monplace behavior. Believing it when it is 
right in our faces and treating it like a per- 
sonal reality in our lives and the lives of our 
friends is taboo. Blaming the criminals who 
commit the crime is taboo. Punishing them is 
taboo. Naming incest, telling about it and 
exposing the men can help create the condi- 
tions for change, but must not be construed as 
constituting change. 

An hysterical mother 
To the Editors: 

Both as a feminist and as a feminist 
psychoanalyst, I want to thank you for in- 
cluding Louise Armstrong's passionate and 
timely review of recent incest literature, "The 
personal is apolitical." When I began work- 
ing for women's liberation in 1968, feminism 
was a movement for gender, political, psy- 
chological, economic and ideological libera- 
tion for all women. Our vision was a society 
without inequality rather than a vision of 
select positions of equality for some women 
within a system of inequality for the mass of 
women. In the beginning of our movement 
we were unaware of the forces within us that 
colluded with our oppression. We were less 
sensitive to psychological issues than we 
should have been. Now we need to include 
psychological complexity in our theory 
rather than exclude politics from that theory. 
The depoliticization of incest as an issue is 
bound up with the depoliticization of our 
vision and our movement. We have since the 
1960s created many necessary and useful in- 
stitutions: rape crisis centers, abortion cli- 
nics, battered women's shelters, women's 
health services, etc. These are crucial social 
institutions which a responsible government 
should maintain. They dress our wounds. 
However, a hospital is not a substitute for an 
army of activists demanding full equality. 

Both my personal experience and my fif- 
teen year professional experience as a 
psychoanalyst have taught me that political 
empowerment is as crucial to healing as is 
any form of psychotherapy. Identifying as a 
victim is not particularly empowering. True, 
it is preferable to identifying as the criminal 
cause of one's own oppression, but those are 
not the only choices. In order to heal one has 
to neither obey, nor merely rebel within an 
oppressive system. One has to reject the 
whole system of oppression and begin build- 
ing an alternative that is empowering. All 
abuse of women has powerful political, 
economic and ideological conditioxns of ex- 
istence as well as psychological conditions of 
existence. By reducing any form of oppres- 
sion to its personal psychological com- 
ponents we are saying "it is all in our heads." 
We are also perpetuating the notion that any 
individual can escape by and for herself. Both 
are ideas destructive to women.[.] 

I, like Louise Armstrong, deeply ap- 
preciate some of the recent incest literature. 
Books like The Courage to Heal by Ellen 
Bass and Laura Davis, or the "I story" My 
Father's Housse by Sylvia Fraser have so well 
articulated the confusion, betrayal and rage 
experienced by sexually abused women that 
they empower their readers to confront 
repressed experiences. There is a place for 
books that exclude the political and social 
dimensions of incest abuse, but there is only 
one place, not the entire field. 

I join Loliise Armstrong's protest against 
seeing our collective outrage as disease. We 
do not need to forgive our abusers but to use 
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