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Language and Thought

¢ Semiotics —The study of signs and
symbals ofi all kinds, what they
mean, and how: they relate to the
things or 1deas they: refer to.

s Linguisticrelauvitysancdiineuiste
determinisHr—= CulturEeN(threuah
language) aifiects, thewway  werthinke

Semiotics

The Theeny of Signs
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Two Theories of the Sign

+ Ferdinand de
Saussure
(1857-1913)

Saussure’s Theory of the Sign

¢ Sign = Linguistic form + Meaning

¢ ‘The word cat’ = [k z t] +

Signification

SIGNIEIER SIGNIEIED
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Signs are Arbitrary
o /liz/

— Water — “Jit” in French =
— Wasser bed
— [Eau — Question marker in
— Shui Russian
— “meadow,”
“side sheltered firom!
thewinds or
“pProper namer Lee”
in Engalish

Two Theories of the Sign

¢ Charles Sanders
Peirce
(1839-1914)

Peirce’s Theory of the Sign

Interpretant «——/Representamen,
Y. I \\
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Types of Sign

+ Symbolic sign

— The representamen is connected to its
object by an arbitrany rule.

¢ Iconic
— The representameniis connected to) its
object by, virtue' ofi physical similanity:
s Indexical

— e EPrEsEntaMERNS CONNECEE OIS
OLJECH By spatictemporalfcontioguity

Symbolic Signs (cf. Saussure)

® /liz/

— “it” in French =
bed

— Question marker in
Russian

— “meadow,” “side
sheltered from: the
wind,” or “proper
name Lee™in
English

lconic Signs
The moan of doves in immemorial

elms,
Andl murmurng ofi innumerable bees.

¢ llennysen TheRPHANCESS
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Iconic Signs
The moan of doves in immemorial

elms,
And murmuring of innumerable bees.

+ Tennyson The Princess

Onomatopoeia

*
— [kakodudldu]

— [kikiRiki] German
— [kokoRiko] Erench
— [kukuku] Spanish

>
— [miauw]
— [miatwl] German
— [meauw] Chinese
— [niauwil Japanese

lconic Signs

+ Which is heavy? Which is light?

Lat — Loeat

Feon — Feen

Voke — Meeh

Tees — lace

Fleen — Elen

Seeg — Sleeg

Poasi— Poat:

Neos — Moed
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Which is Iconic?

+ We flew from San Francisco to New: York
via Chicago.

o Wesiilewriren San| Erancisco) tor Chicaeo
and then onrtorNEW York:

Indexical Signs

Indexical Signs

+ Deictics
— This, here, now, tomoerrow,
+ Personal pronouns
— 5 yeu, wWe;, hEe; SHE; they,
¥ [ENSES
= Shena shedlNigsshesunnng
¢ Vioed
= ShHENICREURNSHENSHEUI RN
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Indexical Meanings

A man was rowing a boat carrying his wife
and his  mother.

His  moether, who was sitting in the front of
the boat, asked himj, “Ifi the boat were to
capsize andlyour wife and I were
direwning, wherwould yeu save?”

mihe man replied withrene word that made
hisimoether and hispwire bothr Ve happy:

o rlovy clieliinie pazia) feoly?

Indexical Signs and Social Meaning

¢ Language form can also index ...
— Gender
— Social class
— @ccupational greup
— Geographical ergin
— Other social characteristics

Indexing Gender
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Indexing Gender

+ How do these linguistic forms index
gender?
— Lexical choice (Vocabulany)
— Speech acts
— Forms ofi address
— Verphoeleay,
— Granimer:
— lntoRatien

Indexing Gender

¢ Listen to “liransaender Voice Therapy’”

— All' Things Considered, Aprill 13, 2001 - The
numbers are hard to estimate but as many. as
25,000 or even more transgender people live
in the United States. For those males
redefining themselves as women the voice can
be a difficulit part of the transition. Erom
member stationt KUBGWA N Seattie Cathy
Duchamip repoerts on e Voice therapy/ progranm
designed torhelprthem soundimore feminine:

Indexing Social Class

¢ Look at the illustrations from
brochures for five Trane air
conditioners.

+ Rank them firom most to least
expensive.

o \What visual signs ini the brechures
Index: secial classe?
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Language and Thought

¢ Semiotics —The study of signs and
symbals ofi all kinds, what they
mean, and how: they relate to the
things or 1deas they: refer to.

o Elplejtilsitle feleiilviny ciplel linleftilsitle
determinisi—= CulittENhreua
[ziplejLlzle|el) clffegis tnle YWely/ e Eallnlie

Linguistic Relativity

+ The vocabulary and morphology: of
different languages differ in the way.
that they represent the world.

Consider how: the languages; you
Know! EXpPress; ...

— Kinship
— Colors
—Mime
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Linguistic Relativity

+ Kinship

English Kinship Terms

PN
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Chinese Kinship Terms
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Linguistic Relativity

¢ What are the colors of the rainbow?

Linguistic Relativity

¢ English has 11 basic color terms.

+» Russian has 12 — siniy (dark blue),
golubey: (light blue).

¢ Shona (a language! off Zimbabwe) has
i clitemen (black)y cicenas (White))
CipsSWulkeN(ed)y

9 Bassa (@ languagce oif Likera)rhiasy 2=
hrandsaizes

11
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Linguistic Relativity

+ In English, we cani count both
physical things and time:

— we hot: dogs,, two days.
— Il ate two hot dogs.

— Il stayed teni days in New! York.

o IR Hepiy timens cyclical

— IFEfit New York: afiter the tenth day

Linguistic Relativity

o In English we distinguish between
imaginary and real things but we
apply: a timeline to both:

— She went, she’s geing, she’ll go
— Shewould havergone, she weuld ge

Linguistic Relativity

+ Time in English and other Standard
Average Eurepean Languages

external reality

12
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Linguistic Relativity

+ Hopi distinguishes between the
manifest realm and the unmanifest
realm:

— Manifest: the present here and now,

— Unmeaniiest: the distant past; theiuittre;

thenword e theughits; WIShEes; and
dieams; anditherspintworld

Linguistic Relativity

+ Time in Hopi

Linguistic Relativity

¢ Hopi verbs take -ni to indicate the
unmanifest:

—Wari “is; running, Just ramn”

— Waik=ni-“will run’

—\Warik=ni=ge “a pessible runner”
—ewa=niswilliseeswould haverseen™

13
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¢

Wilhelm von Humboldt fjﬂ Edward Sapir

1767-1835 z 1884-1939

Benjamin Lee Whorf
1897-1941

Linguistic Determinism?

# “There resides in every language a
characteristic world-view. As the
individual soundi stands between man and
the ebject, so the entire language steps In
hetween himand the nature that
operates, bothrinwardly:and eutwardly;
upon i . Manlives primarnly with
objects buit-he actuallys deesiseras
langUagE presents them torhim:*

—\Wilhelm ven Humbeldt, 1836

41

The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis

¢ “We dissect nature along lines laid down
by our native languages. The categories
and types that we iselate from the world
ofi phenemena we:' do not find there
because they: stare eveny Ohserver inl the
fiace; onl the: contrany, theworld s
presentediin a kaleidoscopic it off
Impressionsiwhichirhas to e erganized )/
ouF minds=—and thiS meansiargely by the
liIngUIStIc SySteEms IR OURMIRESE
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The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis

¢ ... We cut nature up, organize it into concepts,
and ascribe significances as we do, largely
because we are parties to an agreement to
organize it in this way - an agreement that holds
throughout our speech community: and is codified
In the patterns, off our language: The agreement
IS, off course, an implicit andl unstated one, but Its;
terms arer absoelutely obligatony; we cannot talk
at all except by subscrbing to’ the organization
and classification ot datawhich theragreemenit
decrees.”

—Benjamin’ Lee Whoxf;, 14940

Linguistic Determinism?

Empty or full?

Safe or dangerous?

Linguistic Determinism?

¢ The Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association:

— Avoid labelingl people.

— SexiIst bias; can oceur When prronouns: are used
carelessly.

— The terms, ‘lesbians’ and ‘gay; men’ are
preferable to ‘hiomoesexual’

— Auithersiarerexpected toravoid racial andrethinic
Lerms that ane perceivedias negative:
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Linguistic Determinism?

+ Problematic + Preferred
— The elderly — Older people
— Mankind — Humanity/
WIES — SpPoUSES
— Adolescent — Gay male
hemosexuals adolescents

— Eskimos = Inuit and Aleuts

Linguistic Determinism?

¢ We are even changing how we talk and
think about Army Reserve service. \We no
longer call ourselves Reservists—we are
“Army/ Resernver Soldiers.” What we used to
calll“weekend dills” are new: known as
“Pattle assemblies. ™ As our army-—and the
threats we face—change, It ISiimpertanit
that werchange hew: we think: Werare not
Weekend Wartfiers; We' are CltZEnsHilst,
Warors: alwayst Honerist neEVEr: ofiif d Uity

— ARIINews; (Army: News, Service )

47

Linguistic Determinism?

¢ It used to be, cars had cool names:
Dart, Hawlk, Fury, Ceugar, Hornet,
Viustang, Barracuda, Roecket 881 Now,
we have Elanira, Altimas,, Acura,
Eumina, Sentia, Coroella; Maxinma),
Jercell Further preof America has
lost Its) edae.

— George Canlin
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Linguistic Determinism?

¢ Two residents
wade through
chest-deep water
afiter finding bread
andiseda frem a
locall groecerny. store
after Hurricane
Katiina came
through the area in
New! Orleans,
Eouisianas

+ A young man walks through chest deep) flood water: after:
lootingla aroceny:store inf New! Orleans;on iuesday, Aug:
30 2005) Floodiwaters) continue to rise in New: Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina didl extensive damadge when it made

landfalll on Vonday. 50

2005 — ADS Words of the Year

¢ American Dialect Society Word of the Year

— truthiness: the guality of stating concepts or
facts one wishes or believes to be true, rather
than concepts or facts known, to be true.

+ Most Useful
— podcast: a digital feed containing audio or
videofiles fior downloading to: a pertable MRS

player: Eromithe brand name VRS player iPed
4 broadcast.

17
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2005 — ADS Words of the Year

+ Most Creative

— whale tail: the appearance of thong or g-
string underwear above the waistband of pants,
shorts, or a skirt. Alse known as a lenghorn.

Most Unnecessary.

— K Eed: Kevin Eederding; M. Britaey: Spears.

VoSt Outrageous

— crotehiirurc:s a childs childrent Perhiapsiinspired
by the expression| the fruit ofi one’s loins;, this
term hegan among proponents of child=free
public spaces, buthas since spread to) parents
WHG USEN G jecularyz

2005 — ADS Words of the Year

¢ Most Euphemistic

— Internal nutrition: force-feeding a prisoner
against his or her will..

+ Most Likely To Succeed

— sudoku: a number puzzle in which numbers 1 through
9 must be placed! into a grid of cells so that each row or
column contains only: one of each. The current craze
started in Japan, caught on in the ULK. in 2004, and.
then exploded in the U.S. in 2005,

¢ Least Likely Tersucceed

— POPE-SOUAEHINGE registering & domain name that is
thersame oii e new pope before therpoper chooses Nis
new name) in order to) profit from it.

Learning Activity

¢ Read Einding a Name that Eits by Kendra:
Hamilton and answer these 5 questions.

1. What do the terms “Hispanic” and “Latine” denote and
connote for those interviewed in this article? What are
the sources ofi those meanings? Why: is the distinction
important?

. What is the historny off therterm “Hispanic 2 Wiy s [Latin
America called “Latini America’? (Remember that
Portuguese, not Spanishy, is the main language of
BrazlZ) Inwhat ways do) the labels “Hispanic” and
“lLatino’” reflect and create a linguistic; division from a
colonial past?:

18
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Learning Activity.

Consider two other minority groups in the U.S
African Americans and Asian Americans. What are
some terms of self-reference that have been used by
members of these groups? What might account for
variations in these naming practices?

An Asian American students’ association posted a sign
entitled “The Ten Things Asian Americans Hate Most.”
Number 1 on the list was “the hyphen.” Why: all the
fuss about a hyphen?

Outsiders who donet wish to offend! ethici groups (and
even more: so those who wishi to demonstrate support
or solidarity), often findl it difficult to choose terms.
Why?2 Hoew might outsiders decide which| term) or terms
0] USE OF NOT o) LISE?.
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