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        LANGUAGE AND INTERACTION: AN ADVANCED RESOURCE BOOK.  
   Richard F.     Young   .  London :  Routledge ,  2008 . Pp.  xix  + 330.  

       This volume is an eminently useful and comprehensive presentation of all the 
major research themes, questions, and studies in the fi eld of language as social 
interaction. Readers will greatly benefi t from the tripartite organization of this 
book, which includes an introductory section in which key terms and concepts 
are presented and discussed, an extension section in which selected core read-
ings are introduced, annotated, and commented on, and an exploration section 
in which additional examples and illustrative materials facilitate independent 
study and research. This organization is crossreferenced in such a way that 
this book can be used to present the foundations of the fi eld (e.g., language and 
social interaction, talk in context, interactional resources), to show students 
how to actually perform interactional analyses of discursive practices, and to 
discuss implications for the construction of individual identity, discourse com-
munities, and cultural communities through talk. The additional data, reading 
references, questions, and activities for future exploration offer a treasure trove 
of materials for undergraduate and graduate courses in pragmatics, discourse 
analysis, communication studies, and applied linguistics. 

 The best parts of this book are the introductory units and data analyses (e.g., 
a clarinet lesson, a medical speech event). The readings in the extension sec-
tions are all taken from canonical writings in the fi eld, and, as such, they give a 
good sense of the scholarly lay of the land. However, because they have been 
sometimes drastically excerpted and tightly linked to prereading, reading, and 
postreading tasks and activities, the readings have often lost some of their nu-
anced richness of meaning and much of their historical depth. It is incumbent 
on the teacher to fi ll in the gaps within the general orientation suggested in 
this book. Some authors lend themselves better than others to be elaborated 

 Extended genre analysis is a useful tool for identifying moves and the strate-
gies that realize them. However, readers who expect a broader application of 
the fi ndings may be somewhat disappointed. The corpora are rather small—
approximately 14,900 introduction words and 11,000 conclusion words—and 
the empirical results should be viewed as tentative. These limitations notwith-
standing, this study offers some interesting fi ndings and is a useful tool for 
understanding written texts from the genre (i.e., macro) and the formulaic 
(i.e., micro) perspectives. This dual perspective can help writers whose 
fi rst language is not English but who must produce texts in English. Addi-
tionally, this work is one of the few that examines undergraduate texts and is 
thus a welcome contribution to the understanding of novice academic writing 
that could support the creation of better academic writing teaching materials 
and approaches.   
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on—namely, those who come from structuralist strands in the social sciences 
(e.g., functional linguistics, conversation analysis, and interactional sociolin-
guistics), such as Halliday, Schegloff, Goffman. Others, who have to be under-
stood from within a poststructuralist, philosophical, or historical perspective, 
such as Wittgenstein, Bakhtin, Vygotsky, and Bourdieu, are more diffi cult to ex-
pand upon. These authors’ contribution to the fi eld is of crucial importance but 
diffi cult to grasp through postreading exercises—for example, “Bakhtin was a 
Russian philosopher, literary critic and scholar who wrote infl uential works of 
literary and rhetorical theory and criticism. Find out as much as you can about 
Bakhtin’s theories” (p. 188). The risk of reductionism is inherent in any such 
textbook, but it is especially present in books like this one—that rightly want to 
go beyond the social interactionism of the 1970s and 1980s into a more con-
structivist, poststructuralist view of discourse and social reality but have to do 
so within the constraints of the structuralist textbook genre. 

 Given the rise of computer technology and the changing role of language in 
online interactions, it is to be hoped that the second edition of this book will 
expand the short notices that deal with virtual communication. As the com-
puter transforms the way research is done and the objects of study are con-
structed, a book like this one can provide a good basis from which to explore 
the complex ways in which communication technologies are transforming the 
relation of language and both online and face-to-face interaction.   

 ( Received  1   February   2009  )      Claire     Kramsch       
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        INVESTIGATING PRAGMATICS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEARNING, 
TEACHING AND TESTING.     Eva Alcon     Soler   and   Alicia     Martinez-Flor    
 (Eds.).   Clevedon, UK :  Multilingual Matters ,  2008 . Pp.  xii  + 266.  

       Employing a wide variety of research methods and drawing on diverse theoreti-
cal approaches, the study of second language (L2) pragmatic development has 
entered into a diverse research domain (Kasper,  2007 ; Kasper & Rose,  2002 ). 
Researchers have investigated such topics as the relationship between L2 lin-
guistic development and pragmatic development, developmental issues and 
problems related to pragmatic transfer, the effect of instruction on L2 pragmatic 
development, and pragmatic assessment. This timely work represents a signifi -
cant contribution to the literature, as it integrates research on pragmatics in 
foreign language learning, teaching, and testing. 

 Consisting of a series of short essays from more than 15 internationally ac-
claimed experts, this insightful work is devoted to developmental pragmatics in 
the foreign language context and provides the reader with a solid foundation on 
which to build in the study of interlanguage pragmatics (ILP). The variety of the 
target languages (e.g., Japanese, Indonesian, English, and Spanish) as well as of 
the fi rst languages (e.g., English, Finnish, Japanese, and Iranian) investigated 
and the different approaches adopted make this book extremely valuable for 


